
A foreigner arrives in Finland 
and asks for asylum. 

An application for asylum 
is submitted at the Finnish 
border or as soon as possible 
afterwards to a police station.

An asylum cannot be applied 
for by contacting Finnish 
authorities from abroad.

The official receiving the 
application (the Finnish Border 
Guard or police) investigates 
the applicant's identity, entry 
and travel route. 

A photograph and fingerprints 
of the applicant are taken for 
identification purposes.

If the applicant does not obtain 
housing himself/herself, he/
she is accommodated in a 
reception centre until the 
application processing is 
complete.

The Dublin Agreement Unit at 
the Finnish Immigration Service 
(Migri) investigates whether the 
applicant has applied for an 
asylum in some other state that 
applies the Dublin II agreement 
(EU countries, Norway, Iceland 
and Switzerland), whether 
any of the applicant's family 
members is a refugee in 
those countries, whether the 
applicant has a visa issued by 
those countries, or whether 
the applicant has entered 
Finland illegally via any of those 
countries.

Negative decision:

Migri does not grant the 
applicant an asylum or a 
residence permit, and makes a 
decision on refusal of entry. 

The applicant is informed by 
the police. 

The applicant is removed from 
Finland by the police.

Positive decision:

Migri grants the applicant 
either an asylum or a residence 
permit based on the subsidiary 
protection or humanitarian 
protection, or other reason. 

The applicant is informed by 
the police. 

A person who is granted 
an asylum will be given a 
refugee's travel document and 
a residence permit card. 

A person who has been 
granted a residence permit 
based on the subsidiary 
protection is entitled to an 
alien's passport.

If the conditions of the Dublin 
Agreement are not met, the 
application will be investigated 
at Migri. 

The applicant's reasons for the 
need of international protection 
are heard in an interview.
In addition, the purpose of 
the interview is to determine 
whether the applicant is 
eligible for a residence permit 
in cases where he or she cannot 
be removed from Finland, on 
compassionate grounds, or as 
a victim of human trafficking. 
If the applicant wishes to be 
granted a residence permit on 
other grounds, he or she must 
submit a separate application 
and pay the processing fee. All 
applications will be processed 
at the same time.

The applicant is allowed to stay 
in Finland. 

If the applicant was granted 
an asylum or a residence 
permit based on the subsidiary 
protection or humanitarian 
protection, he/she is entitled to 
municipal housing. 

When a municipality that offers 
housing is found, the applicant 
may move from the reception 
centre to the rental apartment 
appointed by the municipality.

An applicant may appeal 
against the decision to the 
Administrative Court of 
Helsinki. 

The decision can be further 
appealed against to the 
Supreme Administrative Court 
(KHO), if they give a leave to 
appeal. 

Also a positive decision can 
be appealed against – for 
example, an applicant who 
has been granted a resident 
permit based on the subsidiary 
protection or humanitarian 
protection may appeal against 
the decision of not being 
granted an asylum.

If any of the conditions of 
the Dublin Agreement is 
met, another state will be 
responsible for processing the 
application. 

In such a case, Migri may 
decide not to investigate the 
application, will refuse entry 
into Finland, and will order the 
applicant to return to the state 
responsible.
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